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The kingdom lasted upto 1070 A.D. when it
was absorbed into the Chola dynasty through the
inter-marriage between Vimaladitya, the brother of
Saktivarma one of the Eastern Chalukya Kings and
Kundavai, the daughter of Rajaraja the great, of
Chola dynasty. Thus an union was brought about
between the Chola and Eastern Chalukya Kings
though they were at war with each other quite
naturally in the early stages. In the early part of
the 8th century, Udayachandra, the General of
Pallava King, Narasimhavarman. claims to have
subdued Vishnuvardhana III of the Eastern Chalu-
kya dynasty but this reconquest by the ancient
owners of the country seems to have been short
lived. The Eastern Chalukyas were credited with
the excavations of the cave temple at Undavalli and
other rock-cut shrines.

At the end of the 10th century the mighty Raja-
raja I, who had laid the foundations of the great
Chola Empire with its cap'tal at Tanjore, conquered
the Eastern Chalukya country and appointed the
defeated Safcthivarman (999-1011) as king or per-
haps ,a feudatory in Vengi. His brother and
successor, Vimaladitya (1011-22). though he had
married a Chola princess apparently attempted to
throw off his allegiance, for Rajaraja's son
Rajendra Chola (1011 -44) again invaded the Vengi
country and advanced as far as the hill called
Mahendragiri in Ganjam where he planted a pillar
of victory. Vimaladitya was not deposed, how-
ever, and was succeeded by his son, Rajaraja
(1022-62), who also married a princess of the
Chola royal house. This king fixed his capital at
Rajahmundry and it was during his reign that the
Mahabharata was translated into Telugu. He is
well known to local tradition to this day under the
name Rajaraja Narendra who is generally regarded
as a national hero of the Andhras and was a patron
of the great Telugu poet, Nannaya Bhattu who
began the translation of Mahabharata into Telugu.
When the Chola power began to decline Vengi fell
first under a number of petty chiefs.

The district then at the end of the 13th century
came under the political sway of the Ganapathi
dynasty of Telangana, popular as Kakatiya Kings.
This fell before the Muslims who obtained a brief
foothold in the country in 1324, but the invaders
were soon driven back.

The first appearance of the Muslims in the
Deccan was in 1296 when Alla-ud-din assasinated
fci&pwn uncle Jalal-ud-din and seized the throne
and tjien made a singularly bold incursion against

the Hindu Raja of Deogiri. He had also long been
jealous of the growing power of the Kakatiyas. In
1303 he had unsuccessfully attempted to crush their
kingdom. But in 1310 an army was despatched
from Delhi against Warangal, Pratapa Rudra
summoned the neighbouring Rajas to the assistance
of their suzerain but in vain. The Muslim General,
Malik Kafir, took the city by assault and Pratapa
Rudra was besieged in the citadel, purchased peace
by a payment of 300 elephants and 7,000 horses
and a promise of an annual tribute. This tribute
was paid regularly until 1312 but the confusions in
the following year at Delhi emboldened Prutapa
Rudra to withhold it which was the reason why
the Emperor Ghiyas-ud-din Tughluk on his acces-
sion in 1321 lost no time in sending to Warangal
an army under the command of his eldest son.
Prince Alaf or Jorah Khan. The Hindus fought
with desperate valour and drove the Muslims an far
back as Deogiri but reinforcements were obtained
from Delhi and in 1323 Warangal was taken with
great slaughter and the ill fated Pratapa Rudra was
carried as captive to Delhi.

In 1344 the capricious cruelty of Prince Alaf
Khan, later on Muhammad 1, had so disgusted his
subjects that Virabhadraya, son of Pratapa Rudra,
seized the opportunity to assert his independence
at Warangal and, aided by the Raja of Vijayanagar,
made a successful stand against the Muslims. This
was followed by the revolt in 1347 of the Muslim
officers in the Deccan and Virabhadraya made
common cause with them against Delhi and sont
15,000 infantry who took part in the great battle
near Bidar but failed to regain the lost dominions
of his father. However, it enabled Hasan Shah
Gangu, to assume the regal style and to found the
dynasty at Gulbarga known as the Bahmani Kings
of the Deccan. The kings of this dynasty were so
called in memory of the Brahmin Gangu in whose
service Hasan, the founder of the race, had dis-
covered the hidden treasure and who was after-
wards the trusted minister at Delhi Sultan's court.
The Bahmani Kingdom extended from Berar in the
north to left bank of the Tungabhadra in the south
and from Dabal on the west coast to the Telangana
tract in the east. The Muslim Kingdom of Gul-
barga steadily advanced until in 1425 Warangal
was included within its limits,

The captivity of Pratapa Rudra in 1323 left his
kingdom without a ruler, The northern provinces
probably fell under the sway of the Orissa Rajas.
Along side it, in the south the district acknowled-
ged the authority of a line of cultivators who rose